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Elisabeth ZaneProved to be the
Heroine of the Powder Ex¬

ploit.Interesting Docu¬
ments.

km £xhautli( KfrlfwaTUW

ZiUm IsuOc
Your readers, I suspect, are not interr¬

ed in a personal dispute between Mr. Mc¬
Mechen and myself. nor indeed in the his¬
toric incident which gave nse to it, bat it
teems proper that I should take some

noticeofiiiscommunicacon in your fesue
of the 29th of October, even at the risk
of taxing their paaenee.

I do not intend to allow Mr. McMechen
to rhfg* front and place himself in the
attitude of a defender of his aunts char¬
acter as though it had been assailed by
me. nor aarame the position thai he is de¬
fending the truth of history which I am

trying to break down. Neither of these
thing* ve true. It was Mr- McMechen s

unprovoked attack on persons now dead,
aspersing their character and motives,with¬
out even the pretense of evidence to

support his accusations, which led me to

nx anvthing in reply. Inthe first issue

of his "Legends," he charged that the
statements in McKieraan's History, re-

cpeeticz the Zane's, were procured
-through family influence," and when
personally denounced for his "contemp¬
tible insinuations'* be explained, in a

note to the pirty. dated May 23d. 1&".
that he "meant that at the time he, <Me-
Kiernan), wrote, the Zane family were

wealthy and influential and exerted a con¬

trolling influence on public opinion. Mc-
Kiernan was apprised of their views and

opinions in regard to the matter upon
which he wrote, and knew if he did not

favor those views he would give offense.

But I see no "insinuation" that the friends
of Elizabeth Zane supposed they were do¬

ing any moral wrong."*
THIS IS a fl« srBCMEC

of the spirit he brings to the investigation
of an historical fad about which be pr>
feees to be desirous ontoo-scindicare the
truth of history".utterly ignore the evi¬

dence in the ca*e, invent a theory that in¬

volves the moral obloouy of all connected
with it. the historian and acom¬

plaisant community, numbenne many
Jnenand women of the highest character
and of entire independence in thought
and action, who should submit to be rode
over without protest, by a single family no
matter what their wealth or arro^nce.
The idea is prepoeserona and aixmri, but
nevertheless snows the animus of toe
writer. Fortunately the author of this
HistorrsdH survives and is entirely coin-

petent to furnish the sources of has tnfor-
maaon. In his statement to me, www>.
it will be noticed, before the date of Mr.
McMecfcens accusation and therefore not

given with reference to it, Mr. McKiernan
shows where hp inionnaoon came from.

a'nnasAs's stiujidt-

He under date of August 2Sth 1976:
-I bfcm mv researches in 1SS2. The per¬
son from whom I recKTOl mj
able intonmaon were Mrs. Hjepbera
(iflerwarda Mrs. Crager). Bosh Mitchell.
Ueonder Mitchell. John EnJj. John
GwkTArchibald Woods. Mra. Crew, of
Fish Creek. Joseph Caii««=2 and
Of theee persona to. Crager
ut pewml knowledge of >?* *«**;of the mdlridn»l« n«med
were bovs at the time. They had all
known and converged
present at the siege. /V*" £****¦££

John McCoUochm the hero of the lop
o?« WheeUngWH Snsiad
Sen. Thiswas worse fhaa raficiijoaafor
sam was a f«nona IndMfi*h«erm i'
while John was s awe Wf.
iaieresans nitare of the
rrint the pawder I mad* it the «ob4«ct of

inqairr in mr in»Tiew, with all thme
Ssota. and t un flail* certaia that Mn.
fcrciSdM not aflribote the powder a-

old ihibitanta. There u notthe fallow
of a doobt in my triad t^ j» *^ gMolly Soon waa the heroineof the powder
tog.

*

In fact I never hard any ofthe oM

pioneers mention the name of Mofly
Scott. They were onaniiwm in priag
the honor to Miss Zane.
Voah and Daniel Zane were the only

members of that tuniJj. horn m the tot

centnrr who wrmed tnrifl or Tb*
former wu an invalid. onamiable in dis-
Dostion mad arerse tointnn4cn- I never

ST bold enoosh to p.
I tailed to Daniel 2ane; hot thejmprw-
¦ion now on mr mind.«that his tnowl-

Sfceof the history of Wheeto* waanoc

"wSenTprepared. mr sketch forpchli-
I bad an abiding faith m ut treth

and nothing has since occurred to weaken

'TwSdir if Mr McMechen wffl Bill
TP-infin that "the wealth and controlling
inflnenee of the Zines"* were roffioMt
to indneeMa.Crnger.the MztcheU*. Crfd-
wefls. Goods and Woods' to five false evi¬
dence.
The candid reader will nafitj**'how

oompletelT ihia apsett Mr. McMechen t

nianoladtnred VtOarr- .

1st. It show* thai in ISK Mrs. Crager
informed Mr. MrKiercan thai Hnab«h
Zane carried the powder at the ««j» of the

<°Sdr It pro«» ftol th» Zanaa«d aot far-
niah anr wt <4 MeKimaa-« hirtacr aor
iapRai hii andaly with their aocial in-

3d. It abowa that in B4C-thiM yean
before her noted «ai*ment.her memory
.at ml1^****< *ad naieliahie when Tail¬

ed by Mr. Draper whoeeaecama taowl-
ed« aad careful mmTn«T)nii» aa«Iy de-
tecied any weahneaa."
«b. The teatiBMBj of Mo. Crager tad

her ¦¦Illillll W «¦ McKiernaa in 183S
aS»S«Snily waa writtaa.down aad.J^'and ilthooch Mr. McKienan

would be quite a temerity on my part if I
should offer to place the evidence of tbe
Scott's or Mr*. Burkett beside Mil Cra-
Igert or Mr*. List, bet I boraomson
'why I should b.Iutg for a aoanL
Comparisons are odious and 1 make none.
Cnloctanatdr I have no statement of Mrs.
Burkett to whmif, bet I believe Judge
Crsnmer has some information from her,
which be will doubtless incorporate in his
history, and as tbe good lady is now dead,,
the Jodge win see thai her character is
not wantonly aspersed. Mr. Scots is a
man of characterand integrity whose ver¬

acity is unquestioned and I challenge Mr.
Mc&ecben to attempt its impeachment.
His charge ~-thaf~l "ungenerously at¬

tempted to assail Mrs. Cruger*s veracity**
.is untrue. I never mentioned her veraci¬
ty, and though I referred to the evidence
in my possession, some of which is pre¬
sented above, abovins thataboct 1332 Mra.
Croger had given a different and contra¬

dictory atatement to that published in
1S49. I expressly refrained from charac-
terizingthe discrepancy byany expression
or iouendo. I sxmplv stated a fact, on

evidence, and the inference most people
would draw from my words might be to

the detriment of her memory in 1349 ra&-
er than berveracity.

I cannot answer Mr. McMechen's con¬
undrum why the "Zanes have not given
the workl a true history of the seige of
Fort Henry." Perhaps they were satwfifd
with the accepted histories published in
their time. Perhaps they preferred that
impartial persons, hke those who had al¬
ready writtei^should narrate their achieve-
mentajatherthan vannt theirown praises.
Perhaps they were indifferent to the mat-'
ter, as seems to be a family failins. Per-
haps they were not as ready with their
pens as with their rifles. Perhaps they
didn't know that Mrs. Croger. long yean
after they were all dead, would come oat
with a new statement. Perhaps they
didn't think that in the year of grace lftTS
Mr. James H. McMwhen would settle
down to digging over their graves, and rak¬
ingamong theirashes, asKng, why?
I turn giadly from these personal and

offensive matters, which are very uncon¬

genial to my babies and tastes, to'the con¬
sideration of

TEX HXCTOSXCjU. QCETT105.
Set that there is really max question about
which there ean be uj doubt or dispute,
bet because the mass of oar people who
are not in possession of the early histories
of those time*, one of which at lea* w a

are and costly work, they might easOy be
milled by the attempt to foist into oar
¦nwiU statements at variance with the
troth- I shall sire therefore the accounts1
of two of these eariy writers for theinform-;
asioo oi the public. accompanied with some
corroborative evidence which wasgathered;
some time ago in the intere* of a project-
ed work.though I shall reserve a portion
of of materials for future use.

It will be obviocs to all unprejudiced
1 think, that in matters of h&ory

the earliest published account of the event,
if in tne life time of the actors most
aeariy concerned and in the neighbor*
hood"of all who were personally cognizant
of the event, mo* be held, when uncon¬
tradicted or u2K}oez*ioned at the time of
publication, as the correct account. The
presumption is always in favor of the ac¬
count mo6t nearly contemporaneous with
the event. For it is fairly to be inferred
that their sources of information are more

ample, the events fresher in memorv, and
the opportunities for correction and criti¬
cism. or of protest by interested parties,
soch as will insure entireaccuracy. It re¬

quires overwhelming evidence to over¬
throw or impeach successfully, in wbse-
qoent years, a history so written and pub¬
lished in the very presence of the parties
concerned.
The only history containing a narrative,

of our early settlement, which falls within \
the prescribed rules, and of which I have
any knowledge, is "Wither* Chronicles of.
Border Warfare.** It contains the first
put*ished account, in book form, of the
two sieges of Fort Henry, and the events
connected therewith, bo far, at least, as.
the "Powder Exploit" is concerned, all
the parties, in any way interested in the
correct narrative of that episode of one of'
the sieges, were living at the time of its
publication, and lor several years after-1
ward. At that date Elizabeth Zane, Mrs.:
Cruger. Molly ijcott and many other in-
mate* of the Fort, who were witnesses of
the exploit, were all living in Wheeling
or its mpefcte vkinijv. From the fact
thatnamesare given.anu their locationand
duties at the time of the siege, It can b*
safely inferred that these facts were gath¬
ered from the parties themselves. The
publication must have been generallv
known as, I am informed, it«xsited ranch
interest and, in some cases was used as a]
reading book in schools.
The author. C&onal Alexander S. With¬

ers. I understand, belonged to the Vir¬
ginia familv of that name, of which the
present United States Senator Withers, of
Virginia, is a distinguished member. He
came West to write the history of the
western portion of Virginia, and spent
several years gathering materials. Subse¬
quent Historians hare drawn their most
important data from him. His work
shows him to hava been a careful, indus¬
trious. conscientious and r^tidiring his¬
torian. while his style and especially his
long introduction to the work, exhibits the
culture of a fine classical scholar and a well
informed man.
Below I copy his account of

thx met or 1732.
"On the first of September (EX), John

Lynn (a celebrated spy, and the same who
had been with Capt Foreman at the time
of the fatal ambuscade at Grave Creek) be¬
ing engaged in watching the warriors'
paths, northwest of the Ohio, discovered
the Indians marching with great expedi¬
tion for Wheeling, and hastened to warn
the inhabitants of the danger which was

threatening them, swam the river, and
reached the village butalittle while before
the savage army made itsappearance. The
Fort was at this time without any regular
garrison, and depended for defence «4u*
sivelv upon the exertions of those who
sougnt security within its walls. The brief
space of time which elapsed between the
alarm by Lvnn and the arrival of the In¬
dians permuted only those who were im¬
mediate!v present to retire into it, and
when the attack was beeun to be made
there were not within its palHsades twenty
effective men to oppose the swsswlt The
dwelling house of CoL Ebeneaer Zane,

about forty yards from the Fort,
contained the militarv stares which had
been famished by the Government of
Virginia; and aa itwas admirably situated
aa aa outpost from which to annoy the
savages in their onsets, he resolved on

maintaining jinassarhn of it. as well to
aid in the defence of the Fort, as for the
preservation of the ammunition. Andrew
>cott, George Green, Mrs. Zane, Molly
deottand Miss MeGoHoch were all who re¬
mained with bhn. The kitchen, adjoining,
was occupied by fiasa, a negro bstonging
to CoL Zane, and Smt*. his wife.
Col Slas Zane commanded at the Fort.

When the savage army approached, the
British colors were waving over them;
and before a shot was discharged at the

jSriaoxL^ 5o answer^was deigned to this
demand but the firing of several shots, bv
order ofSlas Zane. at the standard which
the* bore, and the savages rushed to the
assault. A well dim** brisk fire
opened upon them fro* Gol ixys s bouse
and the Fort soop drove thembark. Apun
they rushed forward, and again were,

they mpufcad. The number of arms in
the'house and Fen, and tbt great exer¬
tions of the women in moulding bullsta,

runs *"^ Smiling tO toe
men. waSled them to in » briakiy, jet
so .Oeciinljr. u u aw the BTtgn to
neoQboa e*err din The daitocw
o! aieht moo supeodea their itada. tad
iforcod a temporary repoee to the be-;

¦fetthe assailant* were not wholly in-'
active. Haring Iffmrt anerely by the'
r".r fire poond apon them tram the,
howKthoydeunaMdoartdaoiac bio,
aabeo. For tha* parpaaa, when ail waa
ii«MinnMinrt alance, a tence with a i.*v-
farisd in hi* hud sawled to the kitchen,
and. rawing hmweW from the rroaml
waring the torch to and bo to rekindle in
game, and aboat to apply it to the bnfld-
ia& mired aahot which (need him to
let laQ the «opn» oI ilmi iicnon and hob-

Tbe ripltooe^Sro;Ei"dS.e«i hi, in tfcn* » thwBt bi»

&£%kmi
the firin, «jt tte P«^,

sTSMfiS£3l25Sa to the K[**«L

Hr2£^«5££»?^_j * wrilT. ami pomon* ittowaria^^BSggS¦SsfSMSBS*"SuiMeMwi. ThSroBDon,,e2^a^TeT«T <****»;i of beinf tl>« <*1*0' roisI?j. ^ iocite of injory only to'M Sot! were tD«i, nuny
1. and all dianayed by the erent
in* !n*n the ihock.tfiey.pra«entlyjTuh redoobUd animation lo U*
Fnrioo* from di^ypoinlmfot.S^r«J -ith. It.«£**£S2

STSSy wS.w"
dianarmy~br\in*been ior ^am^nno^p-d^
STfMSTu.
njr .( unonnmon ior i»» oetenae. «"fSky*Sitesi *r«?S
fmm th« abandonee of thai artkJe in CoL

asssgaSSsusg®
£h££3S» »d:"torn »

"a'S^ra enterprisefan of danfers; lwttoiij- of the ehiralric apirita.^enpeot'jPwithin the locum! wore willuil «o «°

."SSiSS^ .ta»«?d w,ow^ £pZT. aiatech. *.yf:~L. JcoL Zaoe. She w«?Uica rooag.
sctiTesad athletic; with precipitancy^^^TStatftndota w«»m ber

of it- Di«J*inin* to «gthe hanri of ber own life, .P.* ~foak of thtt of«**".SffL^w '^Ijimofu^^nurleMduwer .

shooid he fall, hi. tea win bemow t*"rTSTmL- Her tervicea were accepted.

i^-ggstfags
sissSSSSSoJ forth with the buoyancy of hope, uid

SgsrSKSBssSJss'SSibijS.a^S^iuTinto it a tat of w>«der, apin
TMUnred forth- The Indiana werenotoe^TwSre. Ball after ball pa«d

whunin« and innoe«ooa by. eho reachedthe zate and entered the tort in «f«y- ::
[In a toot note he adda:

11hil but reesnty rmnwA from Ftu^g-phbL where «h« had aacdTCdIber edoca{^_ mnA tm totalis unused to focn£$¦£»MAf «£EmSer She afterwarda beeune the into
oj a Mr. MaljnjhlUW£.J..*-JSSj^a Mr. Clarke, and i. yel hTtn* » Ofuo.1

iSOTHlx smsti or «»>«. »a»t*
dewrteato be rerariWbert Wbmm-

* nartT ra umnediatrfj <w«diedI from

giawaHtsap-rtiic- aad the deadunent oom-3M£Steofc&aW
nontribate to 1U dcfecce. lt^MUseWBE^sr«.is.«ssbS^5??I5Sthe a&t«; open tbo pj>- ?

,SSSlfeffiBiSiSf PWbytt.boiW.ofhe fell to the regret of alL Sodi noble

Indkm sin wainninrd U>» i«S« >>>&
made freqoent aoempta io taie tie lortSTaorm but they *ere mrariaUy re-StfWa

fag£»«-

&4sr^*S.StS
wounitod-^he berok/?^*

I

the .¦-
both men
the foriiad women, in u* ow««:

cannot be too hi»hlr ocramradedjbot to^r^^H^o^edCo^Jane's hooae, ita preaertmon hie been
munij aanbctM. . I
This account w minute and circnaman-

liai, sad bean intrinsic evidence of sc-
cnracj.
With every opportunity for correct¬

ion there is no record .! *ny dis¬
pose. or protest, or doabt of the entire ac¬
curacy of this narrative, by any person
whatever, eitherat the time of its publica¬
tion, or subsequently op to 1S49, though
many were livins. who had personal ortraditionary knowledge of the acta.
A number of yean afterwards CoL Geo.

£. HcKiernan undertook the task of f*:h-
ariac materials for a new history of the
early settlement of Wheeling, and inde¬
pendentlyof bis pwtouwti ia the same
path* sought his inionnatsoo from original
sources. It is referred to in hh ftitwnenl
above aa banc obtained from Mm. Crojer
and other perma aaaMd. From it I ex¬
tract his account of the facirieat shoving
what he says was the "unanimous" teau-
monv of "old pioneer*" who survived un-
afmatdauilMH**?;

v'tocju^ iccnnrr.
"The stock of .gunpowder in the fort

ha-ving been noanv fznsnsmd, it was de-
tansined to seize in* favorable opportnai-
ty offered bf the suspension of hoodEties
to send for a keg °* powder which waa
known to be in the hooae of Ebenezer
Zane, about suttx from tie c&
tie ton. Th*PB»w«etPii»gil»ienric»
would aecarhiSy expoee himself to the
dinner ofbeing lootdon By the Iadtosa,
*bo were jet BiiSdectly aeirtoc' '

grgrrthingUntpwpralihMit U>«
The Colonel ex*g9 tie mtiter tohie
¦tea, uti, ttowiHun to order one ol these
to oadernke each * liMfrnn emerpnee.
[.quired whethermy ant would ToJcn-
tea-iortheeerrioe. 73txee or te joanf

men promptly stepped forward in obedi¬
ence to the oUL The Colonel informal
them that the wmi state aI the garrison
would not justify the tfwrceofmorethan
onem. tod that it vaafor themselves to
decide who that penoo ibootd be. The
eagerness felt by each volunteer to under¬
take the boaoable mission prevented
them from urging the aiitiigtment pro¬
posed by the commandant, sad so much
time was crmsnmeri is the contention that
fern began to arise thatthe Indians would
renew the attack before the powder cooid
he procured. At this crisis a young lady,
the later of Ebeaexer ud Six Zane.came
forwardand desired thatahemafht beper-

to execute the sennce. Urn
tmpaatioo seemed so extruvsgmt that
a net with a peremptory refusal, bat
the insustlv renewed her petition in
lemi of redoubled earnestaeaa. aad all
the remonstrances of the Colonel and her
relatives failed to diasnsde her from her
heroic purpose- It was finally represent-
ed to her that either of the yoong men on
account of his superior flsetness end famil-
iaritv with scenes of dangerwoold be more
Kkely than herself to do the York success-
fuDv. shv replied that the dancer which
would attend the enterprise was the iden¬
tical reason-that induced her to ofler her
services, for. as the garrison was very
weak. no soldiers life should be placed in
needles jeopardy, and that if the were to
fill her lost would not be telt. Her peti¬
tion was ultimately granted, aad the $ate
opened ior her to"mm out. The opening
of the gate arrested the acention uf «r-
etal Indiana who were straggling through
the village.. It waa noticed that their eyes
were open her as sh^. crossed the oeen
space to reach her brother's house; not
seised, perhaps, with a sodden freak of
demency.x believing thst a woman's life
was not worth a load of gunpowder, or
influenced by some other unexplained
motive, the; permitted hex to pass with¬
out molestation. When the reappearedwith the powder ia her aims the Indians,
ropMtiat so doubt, the character of her
boiden, derated their fire-locks and dis¬
charged a volley at her as abe swiftlydided towards the gate, but the baSs all
sew wide of the mark, and the iearieas
girl reached the fort in safety with her
prise. The<pagea of history may furnish
a parallel tojfae noble exploit of Kltrabeth
Zsne. bat an instance of greater self-devo-:
Don and motal intrepidity is notto be found
anywhere."

It is a significant fact, that no other ac¬
count of the event narrated in the histories
quoted abote. was erer given until the
year lSW.^sixtv-seven yean after the
event. Mrs.- Lydia Cruger, then a vener¬
able woman jot eighty-four yean, made a
statement, «¦*« that the powder was
carried by Molly Scott, aad not by Eliza¬
beth Zane. Her statement was unsup¬
ported by an/ evidence whatever. All
persons who could contradict her from
pene&d knowledge wen dead. During

their so socis statement
aod in lS31accordin£ toCol Mciueman.
soled chat Elisabeth Zane live heroine
of the povder keg. It is not necessary to
seek ur reason for this discrepancr or
raise any qnestion of motir«% The bare;
fact that" her statement of 1849 is vhoHv
anrntamed, and aas made after the dea:n
of ail her contemporaries who had knowl¬
edge of tbe emu,.made also in extreme
oldm 4s tstxi to it. The history pub¬
lished darins the lifetime and in the very
presence of the parties in interest, and
maintained unbroken and unimpeacbed
tor a period eroding t* rtxir-seven
r.ars after the event. would require in¬
dubitable and overwhelming evidence U>
disprove or upeefc The sta^ment of a
¦aide witness, even if in the foil vigor of
tile, would fail to e$*s such a purpose.
As oarobo*utl*« of the account con¬

tained in Withers' History. I submit
raz STJiTE*r?rr or wollt scott's cxxs&sns.
He waa inch a favorite with her that

the made him her heir. Qc is a thorough¬
ly reliable man.

WjttATlJLMJ, Angus, 1S7&.
Mr. W.CBroebmitr. WJurhmg, W. IV;
Sol.I have no hesitation in reolyingto

the inquiries von make. I am tbe oldest
reniving descendant of MoByScott, some-
.rbat noted as one of the early,seders of
Wbeefinc. Iam her grandson-tbe onlv
>ne now living. Molly died near Wheel¬
ing, March 3.1839, aged 90 years. My re-
iaqonship, of course, brought me into
ihwS constant association "with her frrm
infancy untiHier death, and I have ctten
beard her teil incidents connected with
tbe early settlement of Wheeling, and
ibout the Indian w-ar and troubles. and
many reminiscences of the principal par*
whxs of the settlement. I hard heard ner
tefl frequenter th* s*ory of the siege of
Fort Henry. She was an inmate and ag¬
isted the otherwomen in running bullets,
kMtfing guns, and such otheremployments
is tbey were able to da She has told me,
md in my presence, many times, about
he exploit of Betsy Zane carrying powder
n her apron from Colonel Zane's dwelling
»tbe fort, during tbe siege, and of the
sourage and intrepidity with which the
Ktwas performed, as w^fl as the narrow
scaoe she bad from the bullets of the in¬
itios. she always toldme theaame story.
DNfwcKr gme too/a&n iimx &an EUxU'Ji
r Behm Zaskt, <u iteeaOed her, & 'X» me r*o
mrieatkepmier, Sh* never claimed the
.rfditfor herself. and AerewaocCter tradi-
ion in tbe Scots family. Elizabeth Zane
was. I believe, die sister of CoL Ebeneser
Ease, the oripnal founder of Wheeling,
fbia la about aH the information I can
pre you, but my remembrance is dear as
0 the correctness of the foregoing state-
neat. Yours, J. F. Scott,
I also submit a

tranaczrr or n. tost,
1 venerable citizen of Belmont county.

"ArccsT ISTtt.
"I knew Molly Scott intimatelT. Farm-

?d her place several years; aiao burned for
ier son, Andy Scoo, and her grand-son
rim Scott. IIhave heard her tell many
imes of the Indian wars and sieges at
Wheeling. She told us often about Betsy
Sane earning the powder to the Fort
rben tbe Indiana were besieging it- Molly
Scot* was in CoL Zane's boose and saw

Beuy come for the powder. In early
imes we never heard the name of any-
jody else than Betsy Zane connected wfch
hat event. MoDvnever claimed that she
tarried tbe powder herself. All she said
Lboot herselfv» "us women run bullets
lor the men." Molly Scott's sister, Xancy
Richards, who was in the fort, told me the
¦me thing. Pxrzs Tost."
TBOW A L030 STATTXTXTOr UUUUCUUCX.

.not o?fLT sos or xuxabxtit an,
l rejected citizen of Manin's Ferry. I
make the following extracts. I reserve
the balance for future use.

Jclt, 1677.
"I am the son oi Elizabeth Zane and

the only member ofthe family aow living
.am the voaagesi of seven children.
* «* . . . « . .

I base heard my mother tell the story
of the Indian wars, the siege asd her ex¬

ploit of carrying the gunpowder, a thou¬
sand times. She never spoke of it boast¬
fully or as a wonderful matter, but in early
times we didn't have newspapers or books,
and on long winter evenings all we had to
amnse as were stories of the early settlers,
Indians fights and escapes.
When my mother returned from Phila¬

delphia she stayed with bar brothers, her
father having married a second time, and;
not very happQv. At the time of the siege
of the fort at wheeling by the Indians,
and toriea she "fta! with her brothers
Silas and Jonathan Into the Ion, indeed
all the settlers rushed to the fort for pro-
lection when the alarm wasxtae. It was
not occupied except when the Indians
came in. OoL Ebeneser Zaae, whose
house was about 00 yards from the fort,
remained in ft with his family and two or
three other persons with hixn £gj Us de¬
fence. His boose wasJjoUt iaWock house
form, andjkwed with loop bolesthrough
vhich thev coaM fire. It also had a huge

In which the ammunition was
stored. From its position they cooaiead-
ed the approach tq tfcs pueway of the fort,
IW- ft*
R8oa.vben toe uesegci wouia attempt to
atom th« fort. OU daddj Sam, « G«lae>
am. Moaning to Cot it"*'.,
tablet, asd 1U *W» OoL Zioe in (he,SSSi I
SQaa Znc*n commander at ih. Ion.

When the demsad was made for soma-
der, sad promise givea of British protec-
tioo, the answerof thepniwa was * vol-

llef of ballet*.
the liriag «j kept up all day sad oc¬

casionallydunag the aigaL. The garrison
keptawaxe aad oa the alert. la themots*
lag theassault was resumed sad the firiag
iitM rapid that it becuoeetideattbat the
Mtpplr 02 powder ia the fort coold aot
kmg Bold oat. In the harry of the atom
they had oaly brought a portion of the
powder kept stored tor use ia CoL Zaae's
asassiiae. Towards noon the fire slack¬
ened aad it was determined to make aa
attempt to serve mure powder before the
assault was renewed. Ia the consultation
which look, place as to who shock! go on
this errand, mv mother odiered fin go. Ssy-
iae ^roo need sHthe tnen roa hare to de¬
fend the fort. If 1 go aad am killed 1 will
aot be misted like a maa aad there is no
body to cry forme, iUffi d you let me."
when ooaseat was gaiaea she Gripped

herself to her shift aad petticoat so she
coold ma fa«t, aad was then leteat at the
gate. Askmc a*she appeared the Indians

1seemed taken by surprise and exclaimed
"A Squaw !** "A SquawT bat never offer-
ed to disturb her. When she reached CoL
Zaaes they tied a table-cloth about her
waist, poured a keg of powder ia aad che
started with itoa a rua to the fort When
the Indians saw her returning ther evi¬
dently suspected what hermission was and
poured in a serriac roller. She sski it
teemed as if the wholew fired at once,
and the bullets knocked the dast into her
eyes so she could not see. She had bees
fanning so fast, however, that they mrwri
their aim, aad she gaiaed the gateway of
the ion without a hart
The forthad onlyabout sixteen noen. My

mother occupied the seatrr box with her
brother Jonathan Zsae and a maa aamed
Salter, aad loaded their puns. This posi¬
tion was the post of observation, aad the
best marksmea aad those having the
most knowledge of the Indian modes of
warfare were selected lor the place. Of
course it was a prominent mart for the
enemy, and my mother said the would
frequently hare to stop and pick the splin-
ten out of her body, whicn the bullets
would split off aad drive into her deah.
The brave aad- determined reaiaacs of
the parriton. tfas losses of the huffsas aad
reports of approaching Mp led the com¬
mander to break the siege atter three days
#nd nights continuous watchingand anxiw.

Mjr GraadmotherCIarkwasan inmate of
the ton. and I have heard her give sub-
«aatiallv the same account of the siegeand my mother's exploit.

I knew Molly Scott vervwelL She nev¬
er claimed that she earned the powder.Indeed, no such daim was set up until
terr recent times bv Mis. Croger.

I don't-know wfcst motive could have
induced Mrs. Crsgerto-make a fcatement
so untrue unless it was ieaJoosy. Mv
mother was a mnarkablv handsome wo¬
man, retaining her good looks even in her
old age. It is wefl known thewas univers¬
ally admired. not only for her beantv. but
.he was very bright, nnart aad witty. She
was as pluckyaadhigh spirited awomanas
.ver fired.s swift runner aad a Searle*
rider.
Mows Shepherd, a* one time was en¬

gaged to marry my mother. but somethingoccurred Urn broke the match ofi, and a£
though he afterward married LjdiaBogjpit it veil known rise never fornre war
mother her gtx»d looks or,the Colonels
preference."
Thi\ dose all the extract I can male at

present Letas now sire a brief
R1UUT

of the whole <a*. On one side we hart
1st. The amount ia -Wither*# Chronicle,** a

dear, cc&aert«d, circumstantial narrauce, by
an impartial, eomnetent and traatwosihy aa-
thor. vrit*M amrpubiisfced duilnc the Ut-
liffit. and in the t*tt presence of all the par-tie* intere*ed in baring an acrorate and

ed and unquestioned until 1M&.67 yearnafter
the event

2d. The acrrmm of McKieisaa. who vent
over the grooml independently years after¬
wards. His published abatement to the wae
eScct also remained anqneaftioaedat the time,
and until ISA

Sd. The tesrimony7>f the nearest rarriring
descendant* erf both panae* in inter®*, airing
their rtcoUectkos *>w trwiiti^ns of ihrir
respeetire families, both harmonizing with
the received hi*^3ric aocmznt

4tii. The statement of «^ot MeSienm that
the .'anauimoo** testimony "of the old" pio¬neers." including Mr*. Cruder herself, w!»
were surriviagin 1&22-IS37. united in aacrfb-
iwrthebaoor to MfcsZaar. and that thename
of Molly Seoa n> never even mentioned.
dth. -il«o, the testimony of Mr. Peter Yo*

to the same effect
On the other bandxe hare the single state¬

ment ofMm ffaser. pohliabed inlS«& wbol-
ly untoipported by any written or published
account, or by any collateral evideaoe what¬
erer; made ai*» two georiatita* after the
event, when every Mr ni dead who could
contradict, or disprore her statement by pertonal knowledge of ibe erect

V.C.flmu3iu.
1875.

TlelnMaWkrllliCriMBftML
r called the ^prinr BetJfcsda* because \he

Lord was merriiul u» me in leading me to the
healing fount
The word Beibesda spiifies the house of

merry, and was the name of the pool atJera-
salem, which had fire porticos, piazzas or cov¬
ered watts around it.John 5, 2 and 4 r. 4
The generality of expositor* think It had

this name fmrn the great goodneai of God
aunifesoed to his people in bestowingrirtoes upon its waters. It was at this pool
that Jesus diracted a blind man to wash for the
nrortrrat Ms sight.Jatm t aad 7.
The five porches mentioned br the Erangel-

be, JohnS. 2 aad t are sapposed to have been
apartments he theaccommodation of themnl-
tirade that came to the pool to be cured of
tbelrbodQr diseases. In these perches, jays
the Eranrwtst lay a great many of impotent
people, blind, halt and withered, waiting for
the moving of the water*. for an angel went
down at a cerain season into the pod and
troubled the water. Whosoever the first
after the troubling of the waxm stepped in
was made whole of whatever Is 1 sai he had.
The modem pod. oL Bethesda is about the
¦Be diaieneons of the ancient dooL Tit
fire cprings enorrliaK the pool 0/ Bethesda,
represent the fire porticos or covered walks.
all of which will t* eorered by and by. Of
rbo«e Spring? so farwe find but one esradre.
What those curative propeQfes are seems to be
beyond the eota; ssbaassnn of ail waentata. 1
betntr the fisat one to drink of the mrstern
Bethesda. 1 vas healed of an incumblftdaeaje.
iiahetev one that bafiled the ridll of the mow
¦rientifie men at home aad abroad. But the,
angel of health cont*antfv troubles these wa¬
ters. aad ererr week developi
cures. Col Riauas Dcxaaa.

<reneml A-rai for Pennsylvania, Ohio, In¬
diana. Maryland and W« Yirzinia.
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